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Bless m, ﬂar Hendonl
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18 Haxch 1976

- P beautiFully henest letter {and the trust {n us wlrd!:h 14 mpim) of 15 Mar

Mom M T ihmk you snd praise the lexd! FIRST: Relax, you haan’f. diuppointud 1Y)
SECONDY Don't expect any FINAL m?«ara and sure firs dis:uctims Trom us, since there
sinply aren’t (in this world) any “rinal ansers! Em latter, you ses, is PRECISELY
wheve falth comes into the pleture, and that's posslbly st the heart of the problems of the
youth of today - they have been ralsed in u terxific uﬁpuz*—-pﬁuudu sclentifio ers when
the technologlet ERRONEOUSLY lesd them to expsct that precise snswers can resdily be
found for everything, One cure for thls “we-can-know-it-sll theory might be to comparve
the categoric mssertions of a swience book of today with one of 20-30 yeard agof) Aryhowy
plesse be resspured by the reallvutlon that falth is rot mly an intensely persenal’,
thing (one-on-one with God), bub 4t 1w & GIFT OF GODY Lvwyy YOU o't earn 4%, and ymm
parents can't PASS IT ONYLY Sc:. whet you sre row in the process of we might eall, tmim
thaalugiz:lng « lves; theology, ms some St, sald long ago is merely "faith seeiing
understsnding,” and THAT s the 1i¥e'S WORK OF HVERY INDIVIDUAL BVER BORNI (Thus, you
mey vecall the term/phrase “final perssvererce”, wiich La Just another way of saylrg
that we'xre wondering and exploring right up to the very end of our lives.) So, what
you're doing, then, is searching for your uwm meaningful-to-you anwers to the besic
quuatimu of 1ifes where did I come from, why am I here, and where am I going? NOBODY
else's mmm W11 do precimely because weoh of us Ls UNIQUE, wnd the finel decision is
puzs (whiah is why Greham Greens seys, “In the final snulysis, everyone dies wione|®),
But shough generality, let's get to your letter AFIRR w brief parenthsticwl digression ve
your apartment, thuss: (No problem with the cheok, but let me know - arve you holding 1t, iw
Iway ox has it been destroyed? BSecond, 1t's God's will, and you can be sure serething better
(even Lf you do not inltlally peroelve 1t as much) 1s in the offing (at Lleast I've slways
found such rvesignation to be vewarding in the long xm),) Now to the hesrt of your letter:

 Fixet, I'm delighted to hear thet you'vs talking about God, and praiss the Lerd that
you have somsone like Lea to tmlk with sbous A+, Scsond, I'd be wrong 1f T weld you dim’*t
have snything to worry wbout in talking to me mbout this, because, even though you dm't,
1t hasn't always been this wey. You can look upon me ss & visible exmmple of whsd « pralss
the Lord (and I'm no charismatie, I'm Jumt truly so goateful to God for whed I ses happening) -
iw NOW mtarting to happen {o you, nemely: WE'RE BHCOMING! I sin't the guy I was twn or even

two years sgo, and you wont next yemr be the person you wewe & yesr wgo, DHCAUSE we're both

into relating to PEOPLE, which ( nmm) ix the ONLY wey we can develop (BECOME)! teople -

. dixloging about thelr smsence (the ihmu basle questions, mpain) is merely & miore-mirroy

3
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*tp th& Sm) is the Holy pim‘i*ha The *;*amITY 18 mersly (what B dimb sdverbl) the Divinu _ff;u

of what the TRINITY 48 all wbott, and *IQIA’.F is the very ssmence of BEING (whereas, we're only ,
hcoming), 1.8y God the m’chér grafl | on Himself, and belng ALL, Hls ides of Himmelf
48 also m, the Son, ﬁhau z‘feeti.o batk to the Father (as well as. the Father's tranismission

‘!




»' 18 why the ides of somntmity 1s so baslc to Christlenity. Again, 14fe im in the patters of

#

dialeg. ﬂaybo tbiu 11%13 skaiah aan hdl;s :ybu tu a;:puoim ’ehe ﬂtal 1m:pmmm of human
dlaleg; whigh in tum W1l muks tou reuline How gweem I an fox you starting a rexl

diﬂag‘ yathay than playlng games st disleg and toying to say miy 4things you think ave
pnehurtful to me - which lsn't dlalog wb wll, and hence we cai*t prow through 14, so what
goud i that, But you've got the ides by nows I'm ouly worry the letter was hmrd to wrlie,
thotigh I certainly can widerstend (knowlng the old me) shy, (Iike you, I mesn ps where I sy
1.,) New, ther*re only two other things {would you believe threa?) I want to addressi

Float - Church, Delisve me, I tnderstund, The fault is KOT yours! Host prdest simply
sve not talling to us, They arve "up thers" o “over sgelnst’ or “outside" s, and mostly
talking to and for themselves, This goes for thelr nuying of mass as well ax for thelr presche
ing, and extends to thely whole demesnor. In shoxt, they sin't LISTRNING! { They ave NO'I‘
open to dimlogs Iittle womder Yaht we dvop out, In wil honesty I get nothing out of
going to Churoh from most priest, snd keep goiug in spite of them to pay tribute to God
Who has besn 86 good to mes But in a way I consider it o pennence, but I feel I owe it.
Muybe you too may semewhere in the future st least come to this point, 1like sfter elther n
faw grent sorrows or & few prast blessings - both of which have a way of laading us to Gody
Meanwhilessss ,

Second - Now that you've begun resily experiencing God (which your telking about I batrays)
DONWT STOP} That 1m, keep up the ssavch, Tulk to snybody you want to sbout 4t (because all
of us mearoh to the day we die), and giva the most credwice to those whomes ways veflect the
areatest splrlt of selfless chaxity GEAPEVIl Adeves

Thipd ~ prayeri Opening yourself to others im the hipghest form of prayer, fou don*t
have to be on your kness reciiing formulan, 10 commend sn wtiempt to develop s pexpetuxd
Anaeness of God, It's ¢ game I pley, bub I've found 1t helpful, to wit tey to imagine
Jesun 48 yight theyw with you, alote or in whatever group you happen to be. You don't hews
to phantaoles further - Just think of Mim es present, snd LISTENING. You might be wurpeised |
" at moms of the Temponses much i sbtlitude brings forth, o

Finslly, & personsl note, ® I wish I could ssy, by the numbers, now here's what yeu have
to do, and this im pight and thie 1w weonpg., Thut's the protsctive parent complex spesking,
‘the flyst Anclinwtion, Bub that is v yroug trigiinetlon, Rether, 1 rejolee in your striking
- oub 0 find NONICAD Thiw 4w welntentiniion ~ meelking to find yourself end God through
E dmm honestly eboub the mesiingful things, Sure 1t's dungorous and fravght with the
é;":j‘gg:sibmiw of mistakes, But I o't meke you me, even, God fortdd, 4f I wanted to, Tou've
.ot 40 bacone MOnics, snd you cen ouly do that by dialoging, inter-psrsonal velutions, This

the ving dialog whlch 1g the Trinity ~ & guestion of In tar-personal Helationships in the

tzx,mm merice . . 1
. y‘!/&w/&awq‘ A ,,w ngwy M7J Ld{/f »:ifpﬂ%%/m@(([’k e ¢ _i,-» ;i&i{f%‘ B

v trF/“

L




o, et ke o

MOV AND DAD,

IT WAS A VERY INTERESTING ILETTER. I NMUST SAY THAT I WAS JREATLY RELIEVED
AFTER I RBAD IT. ALL THE WAY HOMZ 1 IPA”IN“D ALL SCURTS (F TERRIBLIE THINGS
THAT ¥IGHT CAUSE YOUR REQUEST FOR MY THDIII"'&Tb. MY INITIAL RBAGIION WAS A -
SIMPiE SHRUGS OF THE SHOULDERS BAYING ”S}IE'S JUST GOING THRU DEF CHANIES™,

SHE'S CONFUSED AND MIXED UP., AREN'T WE A%IL“? SHE'LL SORT THINGS QUT AS
LONG AS FRIENDS AND FAMILY DON'T 1ET HER DOWN. 2Y THIS I MEAN THAT SHE
(ALL OF US) NEED FEED BACK TO DUR IDES!S“ WHETHER ITS AFFIRMATION OR
REJECTION 175 NECESBARY TO MAKE CONGLUSIOHS. IN THE END, I TEEL THAT THE
CONHLUSIONS/DEGISIONS ETC. MUST BE MADE BY HER ALORE.

AFTER REREADING THE IETTER, HOWEVER, I CONCLUDED THAT, AS FAR AS CHANGES
GO, THESE PARTICEBLAR TRANSITIONS ARE MOIL IMPORTANT THAN MANY. AN ACKNOWEEDG-
FENT OF A GOD, A YEARNING FOR THE CAUSES 'OF PAIN AND PLEASURE/GOUD AKD BAD
FORTUNE, THE MYSTERIES OF THE UNIVERSE, OUR FURPOSE AS HUMANS-ETC, EIC.,., IF
1 HAD CONLY ONE THOUGHITO EXPRESS TO HER IN THIS TINME OF CCNFUSION IT WOULD BE:
THERE ARE NO FINAL CORCRETE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS PLAGUING YOU NOW UNLESS
YOU ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT AT 1FEAST ONE BASIC BUILDING BLOCK WITHOUT THE
"SCIENTIFIC WORLDS" PROCF, THAT IS BLIND FAITH, TO ILLUSTRATE, THE MOST COMMON
KNSBER, THE ONE YOU HAVE cﬁoswz’accmm/fmcmm, IS FAITH IN 30D. 'AS FAR
AS I'M CONCERNED, WITH THIS ACCEPTANGE/BELIEF/FAITH All, SUGH QUESTIONS
SHOULD DISAFPEARy3 OR AT IEAST THEY CAN BE WOREED OUT IN CONJUNCTION WITH A
DEITY. IF SHE HAS DECIDED ON THE “GOD" ROUTE, I WOULD DIRECT ONE LAST
COMMENT TOWARD WHAT I INTERPRET AS HER MAJOR CONRFLICT (AT IEAST THE ONE
EXPRESSED IN THE LETTER) - GOD VS CHURCH. ANY GOD T CAN IMAGINE IS NO MORE
A ROMAN CATHOLIC GOD THAN HE IS A BUDA 3(D. THERS ARE MANY MORE IMPORTANT
AXD BASIC RULES TO A RIGHTIOUS LIFE THAN VISITING CHUBCH ON SUNHDAYS OR
FASTING DURING IENT ETC.. NOT THAT THESE ARE USELESS ACTS' BY ANY M_A.l

SIFFLY TFAT REJRCTION OF THEM DOES NOT CONNSIE REJECTION OF G0D. : :

ALL, OF THIS, I FEEL, YOU GG‘JERED} IF NOT IN IBLAGK AND m THEIx BETEEE?I
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