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tihat better time than Haster to speak to you of being re~born? It iz well for everyone

to doubt, gquestlon, and probe - because falth accepted blindly by rote is untested Tfalth,
uwhich ig no faith at all, Not to use our own intellect and will in such an essential ex~
ploration is to repudinte those very attributes of our humanity which are in God's image.
But the time eventually comes when each of us nust make s personal cholce, And the perenisl
question is: "¥hat think ye of Christ, whose son is he? And the popular advertising motto
comes to mind: ‘'¥oulve tried all the rést - now get the bestl" The parable of the prodigsl
son further testifies that everyone is entitled to a second chance. So, to any of you who,
in your honest search for alternatives, may have "stvayed,® consider the welcome that the
prodigal recelved., 4And, please be falri You've always been open %o the cases presented by
every other strein of weligious and oven seculsr thought -~ so why not risk a review of the
case for Christianity? Never think you have heard it all (or even hoard a valid case) from
the dear nuns ~ who neant well (and be charitable - to persist in blaming them is a cop-out
similar to the theology that ascribes all evil to the devil) but overly tended to +the plous
legend and not a little pure hokum, Rather, consider all the scognized “brains® - many of
them outgtandingly "free spirits" - who unashanedly testified 6 Christ! And conslder how
the ascendency of westemrn civilization precisely paralleled the ascendency of Christianity
in that avea/epoch! go, this Baster, I plead with you to simply be fair! Sbay open to the
best of current Catholic thought, even zs you stay open to every other modern influence!l
Treat yourself to some good (atholic writings €.S. Lewls (curlously never a Catholic),
Raymond Brown, Kerl Ralmer, and Bernard Having, to name az few, And don't be afrald of them
becouse many of them are labled "theologians," or worse. (.8, lewls says 1t best: "The
student is half afraid to meet one of the great philosophers face to face, He feels in-
adequate and thinks he will not wmderstand him, Bub if he only knew, the great man, just
because of his greainess, Lls more inteligible then his modern commentator, The simplest
student will undevstand, 1f not all, yebt a very great desl of what Plato saild; but hardly
anyone csn understend some modern books on Platoism,* (and, as to that which goes over
your head, see Slrach 4:20-21 = "don't sweal 11"} Now I'm not here necessarily advocating
a return to the old masters, for they did indeed write for others in snother time and .
another place, and things have changed - the story of salvation is an on-going history,
Rather, I commend o you the modern masters, as mentioned mbove, AMnd I can give you your
own tests Do thelr artioulations increasse your charitsble tendencies snd latent concern for
others?™ If so, thelr efforts are most probably authentic. But, if they avouse feelings o f
complacency, self-satisfaction or arouse negative or selfish instincts oy seemingly promote
thelr own prestige BEWARE! Finally, let me remark with Chesterton that "Nobody has ever
tried Christianity and found it wanting; rather they have found it AAfficult and left it un~
tried." That is, nobody ever promised you s rose garden. You can expect crosses in this
life {and whether one be Christisn or othernisel), There will be pain. But it is uniguely
the Christian message - the whole point of the Hesurrection ~ that one should eslebrate 1ife
in ALL its dimenslons - yes, even the dimension of paln - and most especially through that
ultinmate pain - DEATH - which ushers us into eternal gleory! Resurrection will indeed fol~
low our own ultimate crucifizion, We'we gll golng to die, 8o, I invite you NOW to some day
celebrate my 1ife by - CELEBRATING MY DEATH!, I opt for the New Orleans style, where the
musiclans play Bluesful dirges enrvoubte to the cemetary, snd on leaving hresk-out into Joyous
Jazzzl” That best reflects our falth in the Resurrection! So, never travel to cry at my fun-
eral, Rether, where ever you are, celebrate at o pizma feast én me. If you happen to be in
the city of my death, it's on me at leonie's, This will assure me you too believe in the
Hesurrectlon, and, please remember me always at mass #nd in your prayers, Til Later,.L & GBI

Dad ( and lom in gpirit)
i ’

"P.E. In the end, of course, YOU must follow YOUR own conscience! I here merely entreat you
to be "filx" in “informing ¥ it - +o stay open to whatever mskes you more Yloving" - which

is to sey, more Christ-likel . And, speasking of books, when queried as to how to obtain wisdom,

St Thomas Aguinas said, "Read only one BookI" {(The Bible says it alll) ISGB, Dad
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