
Kathleen Kirk Wright 

 

January 6, 1918 — November 13, 1994 

Kathleen Kirk Wright was born in Columbus, OH, and moved with her family-

to Washington, DC, in 1931, beginning high school at St. Anthony's, where she met 

her husband-to-be, Jack Wright. They were then 13, and soon became lifelong 

sweethearts, becoming secretly engaged upon graduation at age 17. While Kathleen 

worked full-time, Jack diverted to the U.S. Naval Academy. With the coming of 

World War Il, marriage didn't follow until September 14, 1942, during a brief 

wartime leave, with the honeymoon being postponed indefinitely by WWII and the 

intermittent arrival of four sons and six daughters, together with the responsibility of 

caring for her aging mother-in-law for over two decades. As her family burdens 

eased, she became first a nursing home volunteer, and then for more than a decade 

the telephone coordinator of Silver Spring Help, an all-volunteer group providing 

emergency assistance to needy neighbors. Her philosophy of life could best be 

summed up in her often expressed admonition: "Love one another!" All in all, she 

was on every count a most remarkable woman. 



  



 

  



 


